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                                     The Exchange Of Weapons

        1 Samuel 18:1-4

1SA 18:1 And it came to pass, when he had made an end of speaking unto Saul, that the soul of Jonathan was knit with the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as his own soul.1SA 18:2 And Saul took him that day, and would let him go no more home to his father's house.1SA 18:3 Then Jonathan and David made a covenant, because he loved him as his own soul.1SA 18:4 And Jonathan stripped himself of the robe that was upon him, and gave it to David, and his garments, even to his sword, and to his bow, and to his girdle.

   The exchange of weapons is the 3rd part of cutting the covenant found in this passage that find their fulfillment in Jesus.

   The exchanging of weapons symbolizes an enemy of one covenant partner becomes the enemy of the other , on both sides.

   Do you and the Lord have the same enemies? (The devil, the world, the flesh) Genesis 3:6, 1 John 2:15-17

1JN 2:15-17 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.

16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.

17 And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth forever.  (Matt. 12:46-50,  Matt.7:21-27)
The following 3 classes show the temptations in which satan deceived Eve and how they correspond to us today and Jesus victory over them!

1 John 2:16              Genesis 3:6    James 3:15   Luke 4:2-12
Lust of flesh (body)  Good to eat    -    Earthly  - Victory over appetite

Lust of eyes (soul)    Good to see    -   Sensual  - Victory over covetousness

Pride of life (spirit)   good to know -   devilish  - Victory over pride

   Eph. 6:12 says that our fight is not with flesh and blood. If we are not   careful we all have a tendency to fight flesh and blood (people and circumstances) instead of the spirit that is behind them, that is  influencing them.

  James 4:1 in the Amplified says, “What leads to strife (discord and feuds) and how do conflicts (quarrels and fighting’s) originate among you? Do they not arise from your sensual desires that are ever warring in your bodily members?”

   Read all of James 4:1-5. In verse 4 He says that whoever is a friend of the world is an enemy of God.

  We need to take God’s point of view on everything, John 15:14. For if we take the view point of the world , 1John 4:5  in the NIV says this is how you know the difference. Read   1John 4:1-5.

   Come out from among them and be ye separate says the Lord and touch not the unclean thing and I will receive you says the Lord! 2Corinthians 6:14-7:1.

   There has to be a separation from the old life and it’s ways. Some things are just not appropriate for us anymore. Some people you hang with might influence you more the other way than for you to influence them for Jesus.

   You can not be un equally yoked in everyday life and expect things to work. Deuteronomy 22:10 in God’s law of separation He even said to not plow with an ox and an ass together, they do not pull the same. 

  2Timothy 2:1-7  in part talks of an athlete. The first thing an athlete was to do was to be separated for 10 months to learn the rules so he did not get disqualified while competing.

   Giving allegiance to the world , even though it is His creation , is like committing adultery with God.  In 2Tim.4:10 Demas deserted Christ and became an enemy of God by the love of the world.

You wind up serving the creature more than the Creator, Rom. 1:25.

OUR  ATTITUDE  TOWARD

HEB 1:9 Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows.

RO 12:9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good.

   We must get to the point of having the same attitude towards sin and righteousness as God does and He promises to anoint us with the oil of gladness! So our attitude in separation must be that of hatred toward sin, unrighteousness, the corrupt world system, false doctrine and also having a genuine love toward those from whom we must separate in the world. In 2 Corinthians 4:4 the Bible says that the devil is the god of this world so we must stand in truth for and with God in the world.

   We are strangers and pilgrims in this world,Heb.11:13

   We must come out of the world, John15:19

   We must not be conformed to the world, Rom.12:1-2

   We must overcome the world, 1John 5:4

Love and fellowship with the world leads to spiritual destruction and loss of fellowship with God and His blessings.

THE PURPOSE OF SEPERATION

   The purpose of separation is that God’s people might persevere in:

Salvation – Phil.2:12-16

Faith – Heb. 11: 6

Holiness – Heb.12:14

   And that we might live wholly for the Lord, a truly changed life convinces a unbelieving world of the truth of the Gospel

REWARDS FOR

   If there is a true separation, a proper separation, God rewards us by drawing near with His protection, blessing, and fatherly care. He promises everything that a good father should be. He will be our counselor and guide, He will love and cherish us and He will meet all our needs according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus! Nothing shall be impossible!

Heb. 11:6 says that He is a rewarder of those that diligently seek Him!

